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  TOWN OF MERRILLVILLE 

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING  02-24-2009 
     

 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
INVOCATION:   
Pastor Nathan Riley Jr.-Kingdom Ministries 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
ROLLCALL:   
All seven members present.          
             
     
PETITIONS, COMMUNICATIONS, REMONSTRATIONS:      
 
CONSENT AGENDA:           
Accts. Payable Register Voucher Approval-February 24, 2009 
 
Approval of February 10. 2009 Town Council Meeting Minutes. 
 
Motion to approve both was made by Mr. Hardaway and Mr. Pettit second it. 7/0 voice vote to approve was 
made.             
             
STANDING COMMITTEES: 
 
BUDGET & FINANCE:  
Mr. Hardaway announced that the scheduled Budget Meeting for Feb. 24th has been cancelled and the 
next workshop meeting will be for March 18th at 5:30 to discuss cutting costs. 
 
PUBLIC WORKS:  
Mr. Huish stated that the town had received an $800,000.00 grant from the Dept. of Natural Resources 
for a bike trail.  Based on the grant money received for Broadway to Taft St. along the C&O rail bed 
Mr. Huish would like to make a motion to get bids. Bids will be available thru Butler, Fairmen, and 
Siefert Inc. The bids will be due in to the  Clerk Treasurer’s Office  on March 24th by 6:30P.M.  Mr. 
Widing second the motion. 7/0 voice vote to approve was made. Mr. Huish stated that the money is 
100% grant money. 
 
COUNCIL AFFAIRS:   
NO REPORT 
 
PERSONNEL POLICY & EMPLOYEE BENEFITS:  
Mr. Pettit stated that a meeting was held before this council meeting to review Health Insurance 
Renewals.  Mr. Pettit would like to call another Personnel Meeting  for Tues., March 10th at 6P.M. for 
one final review for health insurance.  
 
PUBLIC SAFETY:  
NO REPORT 
 
PARKS & RECREATION:  
NO REPORT 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS:  
NO REPORT 
 
ELECTIONS & PUBLIC RELATIONS:  
NO REPORT 
 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT:   
NO REPORT 
 
 
UTILITY LIAISON:  
NO REPORT 
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GENERAL ORDERS:
 
 FIRST READING ORDINANCES: 
 
ORDINANCE 09-03
An Ordinance of the Town of Merrillville, Indiana amending Ordinance 08-40 in its entirety and 
replacing it with this current Ordinance 09-03, an Ordinance of the Town of Merrillville establishing 
charges for false fire calls.  A motion to approve was made by Mr. Widing and Mr. Huish second it. 7/0 
roll call vote to approve was made. 
 
ORDINANCE 09-04
An Ordinance of the Town of Merrillville, Indiana providing that the Zoning Ordinance Town of 
Merrillville, Lake County, Indiana be amended by changing the established second amendment  to 
Century Plaza Planned Unit Development for revision of Tracts 5, 8, and outlot B to create Tracts 16 
and 17 for future commercial development.  Mr. Pettit made the motion to table this Ordinance for 2 
weeks and Mr. Hardaway second it. 7/0 roll call vote to table this Ordinance was approved. 
 
ORDINANCE 09-05
An Ordinance of the Town of Merrillville, Lake County, Indiana transferring monies of the 2009 budget 
within various line items retroactive from January 1, 2009.  Mr. Goralczyk made the motion to approve 
and Mr. Hardaway second it. 6/0 roll call vote to approve was made with Mr. Pettit abstaining. 
 
ORDINANCE 09-06
An Ordinance of the Town Council of the Town of Merrillville, Indiana amending Ordinance  97-23 and 
all other Ordinances related to tax abatement procedures to establish new administrative rules on 
approvals for yearly compliance forms for tax abatements granted in the Town of Merrillville, Indiana. 
A motion to approve was made by Mr. Huish and Mr. Hardaway second it. 7/0 roll call vote to approve 
was made. 
 
 
SECOND READING ORDINANCES:  
NO REPORT 
 
 
RESOLUTIONS: 
NO REPORT 
 
 
BZA ACTIONS 
Petitioner:   Gwendolyn Field 
Owner:        Shree Jee Corp. 
Location:     6161 Cleveland Street  Unit D 
Request:      Special Exception Approval 
Purpose:      Indoor education & training center for carpentry & welding(school) 
Case No:      Z1E1-0109 With conditions.  Mr. Widing made the motion to approve and Mr. Huish 
second it. 7/0 roll call vote to approve was made. 
 
 
Petitioner:    IBEW Local 697 
Owner:         David Morris 
Location:      Northwest corner of East 73rd. Ave. & Mississippi St. 
Request:       Variance of Use Approval 
Purpose:       Electrical union indoor education & training trade center(school) 
Case No:       Z2uV1-0109  With conditions.   Mr. Pettit made the motion to approve and Mr. Widing  
Second it.  7/0 roll call vote to approve was made. 
 
 
Petitioner:    Nancy Barsic 
Owner:         Park National Bank 
Location:      8101 Polo Club Drive 
Request:        Special Exception approval 
Purpose:        Expansion of existing barber school for vocational school to include cosmetology, massage,  
                      Nail, skin, real estate and business school classes. 
Case No:    Z4E2-0109  With conditions.  Mr. Hardaway made the motion to approve and Mr. 
Goralczyk second it.  7/0 roll call vote to approve was made. 
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Petitioner:     Jim Jabaay 
Owner:          Spirit Master Funding 111, LLC 
Location:       8120 Grant Street 
Request:        Special Exception Approval 
Purpose:        For an indoor used automobile dealership 
Case No:     Z5E3-0109  With conditions. Mr. Hardaway made the motion to approve with the 4 
conditions(#4 condition being 20 cars displayed outside only) Mr. Huish second it. Legal add did not 
specify 20 cars outside. Mr. Hardaway amended his motion to 50 spots. Dorinda specified that this was 
advertised as indoor only, but now needs  to be advertised as outdoor also. Needs to be readvertised. 
Needs to be sent back to the BZA as expanding.  Mr. Hardaway motioned that this be tabled and sent 
back to the BZA.  Mr. Hardaway motioned to approve, but deleting cond. #4(up to 20 cars displayed 
outside) and Mr. Widing second it with cond.#4 being removed also. 7/0 roll call vote to approve was 
made.           
 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
Mr. Goralczyk said that the installation of the solar panels will be completed soon. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
NO REPORT 
 
 PUBLIC COMMENT: 
All public comment is recorded on cassette tape and kept on file in the Clerk-Treasurer’s Office at Town 
Hall. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS:  
Plan Commission Workshop, Tuesday March 3, 2009 
Town Council Meeting, Tuesday, March 10, 2009 at 6:30P.M. 
BZA Meeting, February 25, 2009 at 6:30P.M.  
RDC Meeting, March 10, 2009 at 5:30 P.M. 
Storm Water Management Meeting on March3, 2009 at 5:00 P.M. 
 
 
             
             
             
          
 
______________________________________       _____________________________ 
Joseph D. Shudick, Town Council President      Eugene Guernsey, Clerk-Treasurer  
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